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Arms Flow Czﬂled Exaggerated

By John M. Goshko - 7? :
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Secrctary of State Alexander M
Haig Jrs recent charges-about big |-
new’ arms shipments from Cuba to,
the leftist guerrillas in E1 Salvador aré .
an exaggerated- picture of the situa-
tlon, according to U.S. officials famil-
jar ~‘with mtelhgence from Centml
America. -

- These officials, who dechned 1o be |
identified, are in the State Depart- |
ment and the intelligence community. -
.While agreeing that some increase has
been® detected in the arms flow the'
past three weeks, they said it was in- |.
correct to descnbe the traffic s “mas-

'slve, t.he term . reportedly .used by |.

ng m talkmg with” Repubhcan
membors of Congress Wednesday. -

7 intended to be deliberately misleading.

Instead, they said, he was relying on -
sketchy reports. And, as one official.

“put it, he “just ran off with it before
* checking with anyone who had ana-
_ lyzed the material in depth.” '

*The result, the officials added, }m

fbeen to cause’ difficulties for admin-
« istration efforts to explam its El Sal- - 3

~ vador policy- mtelhsfbly to Consms
' and the American public; *

- They said Haig’s: use of. what one
called “rhetoncal overkill that. doesn

match ‘the. facts” -only increases the
skeptxcnsm of congressional and other
- ritics who charge the administration ]
is straining too hard to justify its con--
tention of heavy Cuban mv_olvement
m the Salvadoran civil war.2::i0 5
+-In his'May -1 testimony before a
Senabe subcommittee, Haig said there
" was evidénce .of t.he arms flow from
- Cuba increasing agam with the new

~ shipments going by air from Cuba to ¢

- Honduras and then bemg trucked mto H
El Salvador, - - o

* He described it as an altemate ’sup- i
ply route to compensate for the dry- ;
ing up of the flow from Nicaragua,
“ through which the United States con- :
" tends that massive amounts of com-

On Wednmday, Repubhcan mem-

bers of the ‘House ' Foreign Affairs

countries, both’ oontrol[ed by military

{" regimes friendly to Salvadoran’ author-

? ities, appears to be small and nowhere

near the proportions mcenved emher

. through Nicaragua. -
What attracted ng’s attentlon, the | -

oftlcm!s said, were reports received

 here in late Apnl that - Salvadoran

~ army units believed guerrillas in the

Guatemala-Honduras border area had

‘more weapons than previously, That

touched off speculation in U.S. intel-
! ligence circles that they might have
been resupplied through Honduras,

But, the officials continued, subse-

i quent analysis of the mfonnatxon gave -

no grounds for concluding this was

- the case. Instead, US. analysts say, if

- mumsbsupphed weapons poured mto -
, flhlmSalvador m late 1980 and early-“
According to the ofﬁcmls. Haig's { -
,commen's then and in :congressional .}
: testimony May 1 apparently were not. |-

Committee "quoted - ng as having

 said in a meeting that “massive ship- .

' ments” of arms had resumed in. the
past month. In this instance, the con-
gressmen said, Haig told them the

| arms- were coming both from Hondu- ‘

- ra3 and Nicar

agua. . .
But officials who dxspute ng’s i

. staternents ‘give ‘a lifférent account. .

While conceding that the rebels have

received some, supplies through Hon-
. duras and Guatemala for a long time,

i;hey saw the ﬂow through thme two

As to Haig’s more recent assertions

about Nicaragua, the officials said ev-
. idence has been received in the past

three weeks indicating that the flow,

" which administration officials had de-

scribed as “down to a tnckle, ‘had

" picked up again.

But, the officials cautioned, the in-
formation available so far mdxcates

. that it is modest compared to the

- sgituation earlier this year, and they

, “massxve or eveit large

stressed that it cannot be dmnbed &
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guerrillas in that area do have new
: weapons, - they probably came from
~.stockpiles set up earlier by the rebels
“.or from a redistribution of arms held
- by other guerrilla groups. ..




